The History of Brindleyplace

Brindleyplace comprises an architectural delight of landmark mixed use buildings built around three
attractive public squares — Brunswick, Central and Oozells. Alongside this the estate includes The
Water’s Edge, The Crescent Theatre, National SEA LIFE Centre and is positioned adjacent to

Birmingham's first city centre residential development, Symphony Court.

The area now occupied by Brindleyplace was, at the height of Birmingham’s industrial past, the site
of factories. By the 1970’s, however, as Britain’s manufacturing went into decline, the factories

closed down and the buildings lay derelict for many years.

Read on to find out how the once derelict land was transformed into a popular leisure and business

estate...
Development History
July 1987

Developers were invited by Birmingham City Council to draw up a blueprint for the vacant 26 acres
of land adjacent to the International Convention Centre (ICC). The site was leased to a consortium of
three companies; Merlin, Shearwater and Laing (MSL) who planned to create a ‘huge leisure and

entertainment area’.
The Masterplan

MSL paid £23 million for the development rights; much of which was used to build the National
Indoor Arena (NIA). Their proposal was for a £200 million development which included the NIA, a

visitor led Festival Market and National Aquarium.
September 1989 - ‘Go For Big Broad Street Plan’

This slogan made headlines when the development finally received planning permission. The plan
also included 600,000 sq ft of office space to help transform the Broad Street area into a commercial

and leisure development.
July 1990

Merlin pulled out of the scheme due to fears about the property slump and the project was taken
over by Shearwater’s parent company, Rosehaugh, which subsequently set up BrindleyplacePlc as a

subsidiary company to oversee the development.



The New Scheme

Rosehaugh re-looked at the masterplan for the development and working with Birmingham City

Council drew up a new scheme. The Festival Marketplace was said to be unfundable.
December 1991 - ‘Exciting proposals for a high quality, mixed use development’

By December 1991 another plan was submitted for approval based on the revised masterplan and

including a fifth public square.
Buzzing Atmosphere

The development included 19 restaurants, shops and bars in Birmingham’s first ever purpose
designed leisure venue overlooking the canals. The development proposals also contained 120 new
homes to encourage more people to live in the city, rather than outside of it (this would become
Symphony Court). There was 1,100,000 sq ft of offices, which would create 6,000 jobs. The leisure
element was not absolutely certain but possible options at the time were Science of Sport, anlmax

Cinema, bowling alley. The existing Crescent Theatre was also to be rebuilt on Brindleyplace.
July 1992

Outline planning permission was gained. This meant that the scheme would be implemented in

phases and, led by market demand, employ 6,000 people on completion.
It wasn’t all plain sailing...

The obstacles had not only been financial, but ecological! In the recession, progress had been slow
and Ecologists discovered that the site was home to a very rare Black Redstart; a bird which is a

protected species. Work could not begin until the birds migrated.
November 1992

Rosehaugh’s shares were suspended at 7.5p where they had once traded at 925p. The company’s
debts were reported to be at £350 million. After an anxious wait Brindleyplace was declared to be

safe and Brindleyplaceplc continued its work.
June 1993

Argent Group Plc, a privately owned UK property company, purchased Brindleyplace for an

undisclosed sum.



The Official Launch

Workmen moved onto site on 6 September 1993 and the building project was launched on 29
September 1993. The first part of the development to be completed was The Water’s Edge —a

canalside scheme of shops, restaurants and bars which was officially opened in November 1994.
Hines and Moofrfield...

The majority of the Brindleyplace estate is now owned by Hines Global REIT and Moorfield following
the £190m acquisition of eight buildings from The Brindleyplace Limited Partnership in 2010. The
exceptions to this are Eleven Brindleyplace which is owned by developer Argent, Mint Hotel, the
national SEA LIFE centre and The Water’s Edge element of Brindleyplace which is owned by British

Airways Pension Fund.

The estate is managed as a whole by GVA’s Birmingham office which is based at Three Brindleyplace.

Business Buildings

One Brindleyplace

October 1995
One Brindleyplace is a five storey office building fronting onto Broad Street. Designed by Anthony
Peake Associates, it is situated between the former Presbyterian church, now popular night club,

Flares, and the Brasshouse.

Two Brindleyplace

June 1997
Over 600 Lloyds TSB employees operate from this 75,000 sqft building which was designed by Allies

& Morrison and enjoys a prominent position overlooking Central Square.

Three Brindleyplace

April 1998
This classically designed seven storey building was designed by Porphyrios Associates. This striking
red brick building, with stone columns forming the front colonnades, feature banding and window

surrounds together with a clock tower, is now a recognised city centre landmark.



Four Brindleyplace

June 1999
Designed by Stanton Williams, this speculative office building was awarded the Best of the Best

award by the British Council for Offices in 2000. Its largest occupier is Deloitte.

Five Brindleyplace

January 1997
Five Brindleyplace, designed by Sidell Gibson Partnership to be a low energy building, was pre-let to

BT in 1994 and is used as its regional headquarters.

Six Brindleyplace

April 2000
This headquarters-style office building faces both Central Square and Oozells Square and was

designed by architects Allies and Morrison.

Seven Brindleyplace

January 2004
Construction of this office building began in 2001 alongside Ten Brindleyplace in response to The
Royal Bank of Scotland’s demand for 370,000 sqft of office space. The building is linked with Eight

and Ten Brindleyplace to address this requirement.

Eight Brindleyplace

January 2002
Eight Brindleyplace was designed by architects Sidell Gibson Partnership and is linked to Seven

Brindleyplace.

Nine Brindleyplace

July 1999
Designed by Associated Architects, Nine Brindleyplace is a mixed use building bridging the space
between Broad Street and Oozells Square and announcing Brindleyplace to Broad Street. It is

adjacent to the Grade 2 listed Presbyterian church dating from 1849.

Ten Brindleyplace

January 2004

Designed by architects Sidell Gibson Partnership, Ten Brindleyplace was the final building fronting



onto Broad Street to be constructed at Brindleyplace and is linked to Seven Brindleyplace to meet

The Royal Bank of Scotland’s requirements.

Eleven Brindleyplace

March 2009
The latest building completed on the estate, Eleven Brindleyplace was designed by award winning

local architect Glenn Howells and is owned by Argent.

Leisure Buildings
Mint Hotel

February 2001

Mint Hotel is an eight storey building bordering Sheepcote Street and the main vehicular access to
Brindleyplace. Designed by Hulme Upright Weedon the building features a deep curved cornice and
vertical strip windows, while the facade’s terracotta coloured brick panels reflect the architecture of

Brindleyplace.

lkon Gallery

March 1998
The focal point of Oozells Square is the former Oozells Street School building, now home to the Ikon
Gallery. The building was originally constructed in 1877 and designed by Martin & Chamberlain,

Birmingham'’s premier Victorian architects who constructed over 40 schools.

Refurbishment began in 1994 led by architects Levitt Bernste. The gallery was opened in 1998 with
the large linked classrooms on the first and second floors of the building converted into gallery

space. The original school tower which was removed in the 1960s was also rebuilt.

Costa Coffee

May 1997

Situated in the centre of Central Square is a unique glazed building designed by Piers Gough CZWG
which accommodates Costa Coffee. Constructed of glass and steel, the building has an ‘eye-shaped’

footprint and the structure consists of a tubular steel frame which is glazed.



Symphony Court

September 1995

Occupying a triangular shaped site bridging the Birmingham and Worcester Canal loop at
Brindleyplace is Symphony Court, a development offering 143 city living houses and apartments.
Developed by Crosby Homes (Midlands) Limited, formerly part of the highly successful Berkeley
Group PLC, the scheme was largely designed by Lyons Sleeman Hoare to offer one of the first new

build residential communities within the heart of Birmingham.

The Crescent Theatre

June 1998

When Argent acquired Brindleyplace, the original Crescent Theatre (designed by Graham
Winteringham) stood in the centre of the site where Six Brindleyplace is now positioned. The
theatre was hampered by limited backstage space and it was therefore agreed that Argent would
build a new theatre on the corner of Sheepcote Street and the canal, replicating the old theatre’s

flexible performance spaces but also including additional ancillary spaces.

Architect John Chatwin and theatre consultant Martin Carr worked together on the new £14 million
theatre which alongside an impressive 340 seat auditorium, offers a studio theatre, rehearsal room,

meeting rooms and a fully equipped workshop.

The National SEA LIFE Centre

July 1996
The £15 million National Sea Life Centre opened in June 1996. The building was designed by Sir
Norman Foster & Partners with its shape derived from the building’s marine exhibits in the profile of

aray.

The Canalside Car Park and Health Club

September 1997 and August 1998
Designed by Benoy Architects and Designers, the Canalside Car Park sits between Four Brindleyplace

and the Crescent Theatre with facades facing Brunswick Street and the canal to the rear.

The Health Club building is home to the five star Bannatyne’s Health Club.



Brunswick Arcade

Constructed in September 1997 Brunswick Arcade links the bridge from Symphony Court to

Brunswick Street.

Public Spaces

Brunswick Square

Brunswick Square is located to the west of the development and provides the main vehicular access

to Brindleyplace. This landscaped square is overlooked by the Mint Hotel and Eleven Brindleyplace.
Central Square
April 1995

Central Square is an attractive 295 sqft square surrounded by trees and landscaped grass areas
where all pedestrian routes through Brindleyplace converge. Designed by Robert Townshend
(Townshend Landscape Architects) following design competition, the square is paved in York stone
and has a feature fountain with 38 jets of water alongside a central amphitheatre area. A popular
meeting and recreation space, Central Square is able to accommodate open air performing arts

events and regularly hosts the Brindleyplace local produce market.
Oozells Square
November 1998

Also designed by Robert Townshend, Oozells Square is named after historic Oozells Street and
Oozells Street School. The square is bounded by the lkon Gallery, Six, Eight and Nine Brindleyplace
and restaurants all of which spill out into its cherry tree lined plaza. A central rill of water which is
randomly disturbed by a pulse to create the illusion of water running uphill, runs diagonally through

the centre of Oozells Square.

Sculptor Paul de Monchaux was invited to propose sculptural ideas to compliment Robert
Townshend’s designs for the square. De Monchaux arrived at a scheme of seven granite sculptures
following an inner rectangle around the inner rectangle around the channel of the water. The

sculptures were made at De Lank granite quarry in Cornwall and installed in October 1998.



The Water’s Edge

May 1995

The Water’s Edge was the first phase of Brindleyplace to be completed and was opened in 1995.

The Water’s Edge is situated opposite The ICC and is bounded by the Birmingham Canal and Broad
Street. The Water’s Edge comprises restaurants and bars arranged around a piazza with bandstand

area and a pedestrian route leading through to Central Square.

The buildings at the Water’s Edge were designed to reflect the site’s former brassworks with
materials, colour and textiles all carefully selected to create the impression of jostling structures
alongside the canal basin, wharf and lock. A pedestrian bridge leads from The Water’s Edge across

the canal to the ICC, providing a direct link between Brindleyplace and the wider city centre.

Have you ever thought what needs to be achieved to get planning permission in Birmingham city
centre? For more information visit www.birmingham.gov.uk/planning

The impact of Brindleyplace

Today, over 8,500 people work in Brindleyplace for some of the UK’s leading businesses, and it is a
thriving and vibrant location both throughout the daytime and evening. The estate has been
described as one of the most impressive and successful inner city mixed-use developments in the

country.

Key to the success of Birndleyplace was the long-term shared vision that partners bought to the
development. The overall masterplan created synergy between this and other schemes in the city
centre, such as the adjacent International Convention Centre and National Indoor Arena.
Underpinning this achievement was a clear understanding of Brindleyplace’s role within the overall
City Strategy. This helped to ensure anall-inclusive approach rather than a more narrow focus on

individual parts of the development.

The use of the waterways to create attractive waterfront leisure space has been a particular feature
of this development and illustrates the possibility of taking advantage of fixed environmental

features.



Brindleyplace pioneered the concept of mixed-use developments in city centres, showing that they
really can work if attention is given to the interaction of people and places. The estate illustrates the
importance of paying close attention to plans for the ongoing management and governance of a
development, which remain important considerations in the selection of incoming businesses and

planning how Brindleyplace will develop in the future.
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